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The Islamic Society of Britain is a national organisation with
branches throughout the UK. Together with its dynamic youth
wing, The Young Muslims UK, it aims to ‘Enable and Inspire
people to live by Islam’, by introducing Islam to the people of
Britain.

The Islamic Society of Britain and Young Muslims UK are not
just other groups, rather they are about bringing Muslims
together regardless of their gender, ethnic background or
colour. Itis a meeting point for all concerned Muslims who
see Britain as their society and as their home.

No longer can we afford to sit idle and watch events unfold.
On the Day of Judgement God will ask us what we did to
change the situation around us. Indeed all this is part of our
test. We urge you to come forward and join us and help us to
change the society around us.

If you would like to know more about Islam or have any other
queries please contact;

The Islamic Society of Britain
and the Young Muslims UK
PO Box 7539, Birmingham B10 9AU

Tel: 0845 087 87 66
info@isb.org.uk
www.isb.org.uk

This leaflet is sponsored by Muslim Information Service. The Muslim
Information Service aims to produce, and make readily accessible, infor-
mation on Islam for all sections of society. It is funded by Radio Ramadan
Glasgow and is a department of the Islamic Society of Britain.

web: www.misonline.info email: info@misonline.info
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His Early
DEVS

When | was growing up, what did |
see? Jesus is white. Superman is
white. The President is white. The
angels are white. Santa Claus is
white. We look at Miss America we
see white. Even Tarzan, the King of
the Jungle in Black Africa, he’s
white! That's brainwashing, the
biggest lie ever told children... They think everything good
has to come from someone white.

Malik .
Shabbaz —
(Malcolm X) L
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his past, but if there is

anything he looks back

on with regret it is his cruel and hasty rejection of Malcolm.
One of the first things Ali did... was to...pull out a photograph
of himself and Malcolm... ‘That was Malcolm, a great, great
man,’ he said in his low whispery voice.

It was a pity and a disgrace he died like that, because what
Malcolm saw was right, and after he left us, we went his way
anyway. Colour didn’'t make a man a devil. It's the heart,
soul, and mind that count.

Refusing to go
to Vietnam

Why should they ask me to
put on a uniform and go 10
thousand miles from home
and drop bombs and bullets
on brown people in Vietnam,
while so-called Negro
people in Louisville are treated like dogs? If | thought going
to war would bring freedom and equality to 22 million of my
people, they wouldn’t have to draft me; I'd join tomorrow... |
have nothing to lose by standing up and following my beliefs.
So I'llgo to jail. We've been in jail for 4 hundred years!

| envy Muhammed Ali. He faces a possible 5 years in jail and
he has been stripped of his heavyweight championship, but |
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still envy him. He has something I've never been
able to attain and something | know very few
people possess. He has an absolute and sincere
faith. I'm not worried about Muhammed Ali. He is
better equipped than anyone | know to withstand
the trials in store for him. What I'm worried about
is the rest of us.
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- Family Life
Women were always
offering themselves
tome. [ had 2
children by women |
wasn’'t married to. |
m love them; they're my
children... Butthat
wasn't the right thing to do. It hurt my wife; it
offended God. It never really made me happy.
But ask any man who is 40 years old - if he knew at 20 what
he knows now, would he do things different? Most people
would.
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And | can say | believe Muhammad is completely faithful to
me. He’d never do anything to deliberately hurt me. And at
this point in his spiritual growth, he wouldn’t do anything that
would be an affront to God. He knows he has a life after this
life, and he takes that very seriously...

| was a very devout Catholic until my freshman year. But
then | began to question my religion. | started to study
Islam... The main thing was the fact that in Islam there is
only one God and there are no other gods. And once I'd
started thinking about it, | realized that God is too powerful to
have had a human son and been here in human form. Jesus
was a great prophet, but there’s only one God. He is worthy
of our worship, and no other god is worthy of that.

Once when | was 7, | (came home from school and) found a
strange person in my bed. | ran right down to my dad and
rambled on about burglars! He calmed me down and
explained that the people in my bed... were a homeless
family that had no place to live and
no food to eat.

His Faith -
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| repeat, ‘My prayers, my sacrifices,

F |

Rems

my life, and my death are all for

towards a

- i - S—
g-‘——- -*‘E
and

Allah.” So this is what | sincerely believe. I've
held my faith over the years... I've turned down
8 million dollars in movie contracts, recordings,
promotions and advertisements because of my
faith.

Most people don't pray until they’re in trouble.
When people need help they pray a lot. But
after they get what they want, they slow down.
If a man takes 5 showers a day, his body will be
clean. Praying 5 times a day helps me clean
my mind.

I am a Muslim. | am an American. Islamis a
religion of peace. Islam does not promote
terrorism or the killing of people. | cannot sit by
and let the world think that Islam is a killing
religion. It hurts me to see what radical people
are doing in the name of Islam. These radicals
are doing things that God is against. Muslims
do not believe in violence. If the culprits are
Muslim, they have twisted the teachings of Islam... God is
not behind assassins.

His Health

My health is in the hands of Allah,
who has ways of testing us.
Whatever happens, happens. |
ain't the greatest -- it's Allah. |
gave myself a job. | work for God.

Sometimes | think too many
people put me on a pedestal before and made me into an
idol. And that’s against Islam; there are no idols in Islam. So
maybe this problem that | have (Parkinson’s Syndrome) is
God's way of reminding me and everyone else about what's
important. | accept it as God’s will. And | know that God
never gives anyone a
burden that’s too heavy for
them to carry.

Others
Say About Him

In his quiet, he’s almost
louder than he was when he
was ranting and raving.

There’s something about -
him that's so powerful and .
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lovable.

Outside the ring, it was him who taught me. He taught me
patience; he taught me decency. | watched how he reacted
to everything. | saw things done to him that made me sick to
my stomach. And all he’d say was, ‘You have to forgive
people.’

Afew weeks before the 1974 fight in Zaire, Ali received a
phone call concerning a little boy who was in hospital with
leukaemia. Right away, Ali jumped on the next flight out,
went to the boy’s hospital, gave him a hug and a kiss, and
looking him in the eye said, ‘I am going to Africa to win back
my title. I’'m going to win my battle, and you're going to win
yours.’

Much later, after winning back the title, Ali received a second
call from the boy’s parents explaining that it didn’t look as if
the boy was going to make it. Once again he was on the
next flight out, and when he arrived at the boy’s bedside, he
told him, ‘| told you that we were going to win our battles
together. | won mine; now you are going to win yours.” The
boy looked up at him and said, ‘No, I'm going to heaven to
meet God, and I'm going to tell Him that | knew you, and that
you were my friend.’
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do to please Allah. | ¥ ; oo Py
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true happiness. The

only true satisfaction - e
comes from honouring a ;S""
and worshipping God. % o

Time passes quick; this

life is short. | see my daughter Maryum. Yesterday she was
a baby. Now she’s grown and ready to get married. My hair
is grey... God doesn’t allow you to go back and live your life
over again. But the older you get, the wiser you get; and in
the time | got left, I'm living right. Every day is a judgement
for me. Every night when | go to bed, | ask myself, ‘If God
were to judge me just on what | did today, would | go to
heaven or hell?’ Being a true Muslim is the most important
thing in the world to me. It means more to me than being
black or being American. | can’t save other people’s souls;
only God can do that. But | can try to save mine.
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